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the lavishness unprecedented, the results lamentable. More significant
things can, I think, be found. For instance, by 1738 'all the hospitals'
were employing a surgical boot-maker to make boots *for such persons
as have deformed feet*. The first school of midwifery for medical stu-
dents and midwives was started in a very small way in the workhouse
infirmary of St James's parish in 1739. More important, because the
starting point of a nation-wide development formalized in the National
Health system, is the fact that in the best-managed parishes the in-
firmary, a part of the workhouse, became in practice a subsidiary
hospital.*
A few titles have been added to the Bibliography. These are printed
separately (page 439), because they were not used for the book.
September, 1964                                                                    M. D. G.
* The achievements of the wealthy parish of St Marylebone were remarkable:
a dignified building, opened in 1792, accepting patients daily (not weekly as in
many hospitals), with a comparatively low death-rate, and making no demand for
the deposit against possible burial fees which excluded the poorest from some
London hospitals. F. H. W. Sheppard, Local Government in St Marylebon^ 195$,
pp. 176-80.